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Moving Ahead: Exiting Plans for Chapel Next Year I 

We are coming to the end of our first year of chapel revitalization. Thanks to the 

energy and creativity of many, a great deal has happened and many things have 

changed. Rather than faculty driven worship, we have mainly student led  

worship. Rather than having bi-weekly communion, we celebrate the Lord’s  

Table every week. Rather than a very similar order of worship every day, we 

have seen worship drawing from many different traditions. Rather than having  

only the organ accompany us, we introduced piano and guitars, drums and cello, 

and lots and lots of different voices. Rather than having liturgy and worship 

taught on an adjunct basis, we now have a professor of homiletics and worship.  

  

Still, this is only the beginning of a long process. Reflecting on what we learned 

this year, we are introducing some new exiting “structures” into the chapel  

program that we hope will bring us to the next stage. In this and next week’s 

Hicks Reader articles we’ll sketch these changes.  

  

Building 

“New structures” holds literally for the chapel building. This summer you will see 

scaffolds erected in the building when the sanctuary gets a fresh coat of paint. 

Moreover, the pews in the lower area will be removed and replaced by chairs. 

This will allow us much more flexible and intimate worship. Most days, we  

expect, you’ll find the chairs set up in four parts facing each other or in a circle, 

with table and lectern at the center and a font at the entrance of the chapel.  

  

The Pattern of the Week 

This year each worship team set their own pattern: every day could be different, 

including when communion was to be celebrated. The upside of this was great 

space for flexibility. The downside was that it does not match the situation you will be in once you assume 

pastoral responsibility in a congregation, where the pattern of worship is usually set. Next year we will add a 

bit more structure to the weekly pattern. Communion will always take place on Thursday, and in the fall we 

will worship in the style of Taizé each Monday . Worship teams will still set the theme for the whole week.  At 

the end of next year we’ll evaluate the pros and cons of both approaches.    

  

Chapel Team 

Finally, we are glad to announce the members of the 2012/13 chapel team: Jane Anabe, Laura Blank, Lisa 
Franklin-Robinson, Elaine Loggi, and Michael Wallace. They are responsible for setting specific goals for next 
year’s program, for shaping the worship calendar, and for guiding the continuing conversation about chapel 
on the campus. The team will be co-lead by Drs. Angela Hancock and Edwin van Driel.  

 

Next week we’ll say more about three new roles in the chapel program: a worship coordinator, a chapel musi-
cian, and a speech instructor. 

  

Chapel This Week: Karl Barth – Inspired Worship 

It is fitting for our school that the last week of this year’s worship  is shaped by students who have spent the 

year reading through the main sections of Barth’s Church Dogmatics. Karl Barth (1886-1968) was a Swiss  

Reformed theologian who shaped twentieth century Protestant theology and the preaching of several  

generations of pastors with his relentless Christocentric thinking. Barth himself used to preach in the prison of 

his hometown, Basel. If you want to see how this looks, read his Deliverance to the Captives (1961), and if you 

want to read more about his life, check out the official biography by his assistant, Eberhard Busch, Karl Barth: 

His Life from Letters and Autobiographical Text. Services this week will follow the arc of Barth’s Christological 

thinking from election, via incarnation and resurrection, to ascension on Thursday, Ascension Day.  
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Monday 

5.14.2012 

 

Election 

 

Ephesians 1:3-10 

 

Jon Draskovic 

 

Tuesday 

5.15.2012 

 

Incarnation 

 

John 1:1-14 

 

Sally Henry 

 

Wednesday 

5.16.2012 

 

Resurrection 

 

Luke 24:12– 27 

 

Val Parm 

 

Thursday 

5.17.2012:  

Ascension Day 

Ascension 

 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

 

Kendra Buckwalter 

 

Lord’s Table 

Dr. van Driel presiding 

over communion 


